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My Love the Shepherd
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Music by Ding xicai

Bk VG ELHR Folk song of Shaanxi Province
ANE /YR A Solo/Mixed choir
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In the first month of the lunar year,
The Lantern Festival is coming near.
I hang a red lantern outside the gate

For the shepherd my love I will wait
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When the rainy summer is almost over,
My love grazes his sheep alone in the pasture
With his coir raincoat and his umbrella,

He holds his spade as if he held me his lover.
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In autumn the wind is cold;

The poor shepherd has no coat

I have a small wadded jacket;
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I’ 11 alter it to make you a vest.
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In winter the cold is bitterest
What a wretched weather for the shepherd!
He has to go out whether it’ s blustery or snowy

And returns to rest only after sunset
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The last month brings a year to the close
My love is coming back in the end!
May Heaven send us his blessing,

And let me marry my love the shepherd!
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Translator: Xu Fang (1977 —-), M.A. in English linguistics and Ph. D. candidate
in English literature. As a poet and translator, her major poems and poemtrans lations
have been published in China’ s most prestigious poem magazine Poetry Periodical.
Other major poem magazines such as Poetry Monthly and The Poem Waving also published
some of her works. Her recently published translation is A Selection of Chinese Folk

Love Songs.
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Editor-Translator: Yang Xiao—rong, professor of English and freelance translator.
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